
​Clark County School District 

Secondary Fine and Performing Arts Department
Middle School Orchestra Festival Assessment Form 

Ensemble will be performing for: Rating Constructive Comments Only 

Performance Selections 

Instrumentation (Indicate number of performers in each section).

Violin 1: Violin 2:  Viola:  Cello: Bass: 

 Total Performers: 

Academic Unit/Curriculum and Instruction Division  March 2025 
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School Name: 

Ensemble Name: 

Director’s Name: 

1. Title: Grade Level: 

 Composer: 

2. Title: Grade Level: 

 Composer: 

3. Title: Grade Level: 

 Composer: 



 
 
 
Please provide a rating for each category based on the pieces performed by the ensemble. Please also provide comments specific to each category. 
 

 
Overall Rating (Circle one): Superior 

I 
Excellent 

II 
Good 

III 
Fair 
IV 

 
 
 
 
Adjudicator Signature: 
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Category Rating Comments 

 Tone/Balance/Blend   

 Sound quality and projection 
 Balance/Blend of melody, harmony, and  
 Various Instruments 

   

   

   

   

   

 Left Hand/Bow Technique    

 Hand position; Use of 4th finger, vibrato, 
 shifting (where appropriate); Bow 
direction, 
 contact point, and articulation. 

   

   

   

   

   

 Rhythm    

 Accuracy and precision and group pulse    

    

    

    

    

 Notes/Intonation    

 Accuracy of notes and intonation    

    

    

    

    

 Musicality    

 Dynamics; phrasings; interpretation    

    

    

    

    



Required Elements 
Ratings for the required elements are not included in the overall performance rating.  
Scales: Please mark (+) for mastery and (-) for emerging. 

D Maj. B Min. G Maj. E Min. C Maj. A Min. F Maj. D Min.  
 

        
                     Scales Rating (I, II, III, IV): 

 

 
Posture/Deportment: Students Demonstrate proper posture and professional appearance and conduct throughout the            
performance. 

 

 
 

 
Adjudicator Comments 
 

Use this space for written comments.   
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                           Posture/Deportment Rating (I, II, III, IV): 

 



Clark County School District  

Secondary Fine and Performing Arts Department 
Middle School Orchestra Festival Assessment Rubric 
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Superior 

I 
 

Excellent 
II 

 

Good 
III 

 

Fair 
IV 

 

Tone Quality and 
Balance/Blend 

 

Ensemble produces a full, 
rich tone. 

 
Melody and harmony are 
accurately balanced. 
 
Voices are distinguishable. 

Ensemble tone is often full 
and rich. 

 
Melody and harmony are 
often balanced. 

 
Most voices are 
distinguishable. 

Sometimes the ensemble 
tone is thin. 

 
Balance of melody and 
harmony is inconsistent. 

 
Voices are often covered. 
 
 

Ensemble tone is weak. 
 
Balance of melody and 
harmony is not effective. 
 
Voices are not 
distinguishable. 

Left Hand/Bow 
Technique 

 

Bow directions, articulations, 
contact points and 
distribution consistently 
follow section leaders. 
 
Hand positions are correct 
 
When used, shifting, vibrato, 
and use of the 4th finger are 
accurate and effective. 
 

Bow direction, contact points 
and distribution often follow 
section leaders. 

 
Most hand positions are 
correct. 

 
When used, most shifting, 
vibrato, and use of the 4th 
finger are accurate and 
effective. 

Bow direction, contact points 
and distribution seldom 
follow section leaders. 

 
Hand positions are 
sometimes correct. 

 
When used, shifting, vibrato, 
and use of the 4th finger are 
sometimes accurate and 
effective. 

Bow direction, contact points 
and distribution are not  
following  section leaders. 
 
Hand positions are not 
correct. 

 
When used, shifting, vibrato, 
and use of the 4th finger are 
not accurate or effective. 
 
 
 
 

Rhythm 
 

 Precision 
 Accuracy 

. 

Precise, steady and well 
controlled. 

 
Rhythmically correct. 

 
Group follows the conductor. 

Generally precise. 
 

Very minor mishaps. 
 

Very few note value 
inaccuracies. 

 
Group has minor difficulties 
following the conductor. 

Lack of precision and control 
 

Misread rhythms 
 

Unsteady tempi and wrong 
note values. 

 
Significant difficulties 
following the conductor. 

Extremely erratic and 
uncontrolled. 

 
Group does not follow the 
conductor. 

Intonation Accurate in all registers and 
keys throughout the 
ensemble. 

Mostly accurate in basic 
positions and keys. 

 
Sometimes players adjust 
pitch. 

Easier passages are fairly in 
tune. 

 
Intervals are sometimes 
inaccurate and need work. 

Generally not acceptable. 
 

Badly out of tune. 
 

Problems not corrected. 

Musicality 
 

 Interpretation 
 Expression 
 Phrasing 
 Dynamics 

Interpretation is well 
communicated. 

 
Exceptional use of nuance. 

 
Exceptional phrasing. 

 
Dynamics are well executed. 

Interpretation is often 
communicated. 

 
Frequent use of nuance. 

 
Very good phrasing. 

 
Most dynamics are observed. 

Interpretation is sometimes 
communicated. 

 
Little use of nuance. 

 
Some phrasing. 

 
Some dynamics are well 
executed. 

Interpretation is rarely 
communicated 

 
No attempt at nuance. 

 
No attempt at phrasing. 

 
Few dynamics are observed. 
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