
MICHIGAN SCHOOL BAND AND 
 ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION 

 

Band and Orchestra Festival Adjudication Form 
Concert Performance 

(Adopted in 2016-2017) 

Date: _________  Performance Time: _______     Site: ____________________ 

School___________________________________________________________ 

Performing Group: _______________________________ Classification: ______ 

March or String Number: ____________________________________________ 

Required Selection: ________________________________________________ 

Selected Number:  _________________________________________________ 

Overall Rating 

 
_____________ 

 
I    II    III    IV    V 

(Circle) 

Instructions to the Adjudicator: 
 The Adjudicator listens and provides written narrative feedback for each individual selection in the area provided and/or by a 

recording device.  

 The Adjudicator assigns a letter grade that best describes the ensemble’s overall performance based on the descriptors for 

each domain (Tone Quality, Intonation, Rhythm, Technique, and Interpretation), for the classification entered. 

 The Adjudicator should use pluses (+’s) and minuses (-‘s) where appropriate when assigning the letter grade. 

 The Adjudicator may make comments, marks, on the form as necessary and appropriate.   

 The phrase “considering the classification” that is used within the “boxes” on the Rubrics definitions for Superior, Excellent, 

Good and Fair (not used in any of the Poor boxes) is meant to indicate the typical musical growth of students between the 
beginning stages (middle school/junior high school) and the more experienced level (high school – grades 9, 10, 11 & 12).   

Rating Definitions: 

 

TERM        GRADE  POINTS   DEFINITION 
 

Superior (I) A       4 Highly refined and developed, considering the classification. Consistency is   
    demonstrated throughout the ensemble. A few minor isolated flaws might exist,  
    but they do not detract from the performance.  
 

Excellent (II) B      3 Somewhat refined and developed and consistency is often demonstrated within 
    the ensemble. Noticeable flaws sometimes detract  
    from the performance.  
 

Good (III) C            2 Developing, consistency is sometimes demonstrated within the ensemble, but not  
    yet refined. Noticeable flaws often detract from the  
    performance.  
 

Fair (IV) D      1 Not yet developing or refined, consistency is seldom demonstrated within the 
    ensemble, . Obvious flaws consistently detract from the performance.  
 

Poor (V) E      0 Consistency is infrequently demonstrated by the ensemble.  

Office Validation of the Overall Rating: 
I verify that the calculations are correct for the Overall Rating on this sheet.  

(Print Name Clearly)_________________________________ 
 

(Signature) ______________________________________ 

Overall Grading Scale: 
Point Value         When Averaged 
A = 4 Points      4.00 - 3.41  =  First Division  (I)  “Superior Rating” 
B = 3 Points     3.40 - 2.41  =  Second Division  (II)  “Excellent Rating” 
C = 2 Points      2.40 - 1.41  =  Third Division  (III)  “Good Rating” 
D = 1 Point    1.40 - 0.41  =  Fourth Division  (IV)  “Fair Rating” 
E = 0 Points   0.40 - 0.00  =  Fifth Division  (V)   “Poor Rating” 



 

First Selection: ___________________________________________         Check one:  

           

          March/String Number 

Composer/Arranger: ______________________________________   
          Required Selection 
 
            Selected Number 

Adjudicator’s Comments: 

2 

TONE 
Characteristic 
Resonant 
Responsive 
Controlled 
Supported 
Balanced 
Blended 

  
INTONATION 

Note Accuracy 
Pitch Matching 
Chord Tuning 
Individual Tuning 
Section Tuning 

  
RHYTHM 

Durations 
Precision 
Steady 
Even 
Accuracy 

  
TECHNIQUE 

Hand/Stick/Bow Position 
Articulation 
Sticking/Bowing 
Clarity 
Fluency 

  
INTERPRETATION 

Dynamics 
Phrasing 
Style 
Nuance 
Shape 
Direction 
Expression 
Tempo 
Performance Practice  



3 

Second Selection: ___________________________________________         Check one:  

           

          March/String Number 

Composer/Arranger: _________________________________________   
          Required Selection 
 
            Selected Number 

Adjudicator’s Comments: 

  

  
TONE 

Characteristic 
Resonant 
Responsive 
Controlled 
Supported 
Balanced 
Blended 

  
INTONATION 

Note Accuracy 
Pitch Matching 
Chord Tuning 
Individual Tuning 
Section Tuning 

  
RHYTHM 

Durations 
Precision 
Steady 
Even 
Accuracy 

  
TECHNIQUE 

Hand/Stick/Bow Position 
Articulation 
Sticking/Bowing 
Clarity 
Fluency 

  
INTERPRETATION 

Dynamics 
Phrasing 
Style 
Nuance 
Shape 
Direction 
Expression 
Tempo 
Performance Practice  
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Third Selection: _____________________________________________         Check one:  

           

          March/String Number 

Composer/Arranger: _________________________________________   
          Required Selection 
 
            Selected Number 

Adjudicator’s Comments: 

 
TONE 

Characteristic 
Resonant 
Responsive 
Controlled 
Supported 
Balanced 
Blended 

  
INTONATION 

Note Accuracy 
Pitch Matching 
Chord Tuning 
Individual Tuning 
Section Tuning 

  
RHYTHM 

Durations 
Precision 
Steady 
Even 
Accuracy 

  
TECHNIQUE 

Hand/Stick/Bow Position 
Articulation 
Sticking/Bowing 
Clarity 
Fluency 

  
INTERPRETATION 

Dynamics 
Phrasing 
Style 
Nuance 
Shape 
Direction 
Expression 
Tempo 
Performance Practice  



OBSERVED STRENGTHS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUGGESTED AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT: 
 

Adjudicator comments, not affecting the rating: 
 

GENERAL SPIRIT: 
 Taste 
 Contrast 
 
MUSIC SELECTION: 
 Musical Value 
 Suitability 
 
STAGE DEPORTMENT: 
 Appearance 
 Discipline 
 Posture 
 Stage Efficiency 
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Superior 

Letter Grade: A 

Excellent 

Letter Grade: B 

TONE 
Characteristic 
Resonant 
Responsive 
Controlled 
Supported 
Balanced 
Blended 

 
 
Students consistently perform with refined 
and developed sound quality, considering 
the classification, throughout the ensemble. 
  
A few minor isolated flaws might exist, but 
they do not detract from the performance. 

 
 
Students often perform with refined 
and developed sound quality,  
considering the classification,  
within the ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws sometimes  
detract from the performance. 

INTONATION 
Note Accuracy 
Pitch Matching 
Chord Tuning 
Individual Tuning 
Section Tuning 

 

 
Students consistently perform with refined 
and developed intonation, considering the 
classification, throughout the ensemble. 
  
A few minor isolated flaws might exist, but 
they do not detract from the performance. 
  

 

 
Students often perform with  
refined and developed intonation, 
considering the classification,  
within the ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws sometimes detract 
from the performance. 

RHYTHM 
Durations 
Precision 
Steady 
Even 
Accuracy 

 
Students consistently perform with refined 
and developed rhythm throughout the en-
semble. 
  
A few minor isolated flaws might exist, but 
they do not detract from the performance. 

 
Students often perform with refined 
and developed rhythm within the 
ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws sometimes detract 
from the performance. 

TECHNIQUE 
Hand/Stick/Bow Position 
Articulation 
Sticking/Bowing 
Clarity 
Fluency 

  

 
Students consistently perform with refined 
and developed technique throughout the 
ensemble. 
  
A few minor isolated flaws might exist, but 
they do not detract from the performance. 

 
Students often perform with refined 
and developed technique within the 
ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws sometimes detract 
from the performance. 

 

INTERPRETATION 
Dynamics 
Phrasing 
Style 
Nuance 
Shape 
Direction 
Expression 
Tempo 
Performance Practice 

  

 
Students consistently perform with refined 
and developed interpretation throughout the 
ensemble. 
  
A few minor isolated flaws might exist, but 
they do not detract from the performance. 

 
 

Students often perform with refined 
and developed interpretation within 
the ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws sometimes detract 
from the performance. 
  
  
  
  

Michigan School Band and  
Orchestra Association 
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              Good 

Letter Grade: C 

Fair 

Letter Grade: D 
Poor 

Letter Grade: E 
 
 
Students perform with developing, but not 
yet refined sound quality, considering the 
classification, within the ensemble. 
  

Noticeable flaws often detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
 
Students perform with sound quality that is 
not yet developing or refined, considering 
the classification, within the ensemble. 
  

Obvious flaws consistently detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
 
Students perform with little  
understanding of sound quality  
within the ensemble. 
 

Constant flaws occur and detract  
from the performance. 

 
 
Students perform with developing, but not 
yet refined intonation, considering the 
classification, within the ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws often detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
 
Students perform with intonation that is not 
yet developing or refined, considering the 
classification, within the ensemble. 
  
Obvious flaws consistently detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
 
Students perform with little  
understanding of intonation within  
the ensemble. 
  
Constant flaws occur and detract  
from the performance. 

 
Students perform with developing, but not 
yet refined rhythm within the ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws often detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
Students perform with rhythm that is not yet 
developing or refined within the ensemble. 
  
Obvious flaws consistently detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
Students perform with little  
understanding of rhythm within  
the ensemble. 
  
Constant flaws occur and detract  
from the performance. 

 
Students perform with developing, but not 
yet refined technique within the ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws often detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
Students perform with technique that is  
not yet developing or refined within the  
ensemble. 
  
Obvious flaws consistently detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
Students perform with little  
understanding of technique within  
the ensemble. 
  
Constant flaws occur and detract  
from the performance.. 

 
 

Students perform with developing, but not 
yet refined interpretation within the  
ensemble. 
  
Noticeable flaws often detract from the 
performance. 
  

 
 

Students perform with interpretation that is 
not yet developing or refined within the  
ensemble. 
  
Obvious flaws consistently detract from the 
performance. 
  

 

 
Students perform with little  
understanding of interpretation  
within the ensemble. 
  
Constant flaws occur and detract  
from the performance. 

Adopted Rubrics for Band 
and Orchestra Festivals  

  



 

TONE 
Characteristic 
Resonant 
Responsive 
Controlled 
Supported 
Balanced 
Blended 

 
 

INTONATION 
Note Accuracy 
Pitch Matching 
Chord Tuning 
Individual Tuning 
Section Tuning 

  
 
 

RHYTHM 
Durations 
Precision 
Steady 
Even 
Accuracy 

  
 
 

TECHNIQUE 
Hand/Stick/Bow Position 
Articulation 
Sticking/Bowing 
Clarity 
Fluency 

  

 
INTERPRETATION 

Dynamics 
Phrasing 
Style 
Nuance 
Shape 
Direction 
Expression 
Tempo 
Performance Practice  

CATEGORY LETTER GRADE RATING       ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

I hereby validate the letter grades indicated above. 
 

Printed Name:_______________________________  Signed:_________________________________  Date:____________ 
 

The Adjudicator will not indicate an “Overall Rating” on page 1.  
The “Overall Rating” will be computed by the office staff and placed in “Overall Rating” box on page 1. 

OVERALL EVALUATION 
The Adjudicator will assign letter grades and can make comments in each category. The Adjudicator may use a “+” or “-” sign for each grade, 
if so desired. When computing the Rating, the letter grade will be assigned points. The letter grade will be given a point value as indicated on 
page 1. All 5 categories will be added together and then averaged.  
The use of a “+” and/or “-” with a grade will not affect the computation of the Overall Rating. 


