NYSSMA....comm

New York State School Music Association

BAND/ORCHESTRA

Evaluation Form

YWelcome? Your participation in this Major Organization Festival is a demonstration of your commitment to
the music education of your students. By choosing to participate, you have communicated to your students,
parents and administrators that your primary interest is the education of young people in the arts. NYSSMA's
goal is to provide you and your students with an objective evaluation of your musical performance by trained
professional adjudicators. Regardless of the rating, it is NYSSMA'’s intent to provide for you and your students
a valuable musical and educational experience.

(To Be Completed in Ink)

Name of Group:
Grades Include: Zone:
Director's Name:
Name of School:

Name of District:
Address of School:

City/State/Zip:
School email: Home email:
Selections Performed

(Performance order) (Title) (Composer) (Manual Level)
(Performance order) (Title) (Composer) (Manual Level)
(Performance order) (Title) (Composer) (Manual Level)

LEVEL EVALUATION RATING

a |

a

a

a I

a v

a v

Adjudicator's Signature:

Zone Representative:

Date of Festival: Festival Location:

NOTICE: NYSSMA® Evaluation Sheets are the property of and are copyrighted by NYSSMA®. They are intended for
use at NYSSMA® sanctioned festivals. NYSSMA® has created and maintains the quality of the Evaluation Sheets at
considerable expense. They may be duplicated for use in instructional settings without specific permission, but cannot
be duplicated for use in other evaluation festivals which are not sanctioned by NYSSMA® without the expressed written
permission of the NYSSMA® Executive Director.
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BAND/ORCHESTRA

Adjudicator's Evaluation
Use Only Pluses (+) and Minuses (-)
(To Be Completed in Ink)

TONE I II I
Quality/Clarity ©) ©) O
Control O O O
Blend O O O

INTONATION
Full Ensemble O O O
Melodic Line O O O
Soloist/Individual O O O
Section O O O

BALANCE
Full Ensemble O O O
Individual Sections O O O
Soloist with Full Ensemble O O

TECHNIQUE
Facility O O O
Flexibility O O O
Posture O O O

ACCURACY/EXECUTION
Accuracy of Notes O O O
Attacks and Releases O O O
Articulation O O O
Unity of Ensemble O O O

RHYTHM
Steadiness of Pulse O O O
Accuracy of Rhythm O O O

INTERPRETATION
Dynamics ©) ©) O
Style ©) ©) O
Tempo ©) ©) O
Phrasing ©) ©) O
Expression O O O

INFLUENCING FACTORS
Discipline/Appearance O

Appropriate Choice of Music O

MAJOR ORGANIZATION EVALUATION FOR A RATING

BRONZE RATING — will be awarded to organizations that have demonstrated a basic level of technical and artistic skill in the
evaluative categories identified above, for all three selections. Commendations will be given for those categories meriting special
recognition. Recommendations for improvement in related categories will be given to guide the group in further developing their
music performance skills.

SILVER RATING — will be awarded to organizations that have demonstrated an excellent level of technical and artistic skill in
each of the evaluative categories identified above, for all three selections. Any weaknesses will not have resulted in any major de-
traction from the overall musical performance given. Commendations will be given for those categories meriting special recogni-
tion. Recommendations for improvement in related categories will be given to guide the group in further developing their music
performance skills.

GOLD RATING — will be awarded to organizations that have demonstrated an outstanding level of technical and artistic skill in
each of the evaluative categories identified above, for all three selections. Any weaknesses in the musical performance will have
been minimal. Recommendations will be given to further enhance their music performance skills. GOLD WITH DISTINCTION
— will be awarded to those organizations that qualify for a Gold Rating, as stated above, while having achieved a standard of per-
formance deemed exceptional in all three selections.

MAJOR ORGANIZATION EVALUATION - NO RATING

COMMENTS ONLY - will be presented to those organizations that perform non-manual selections and/or have requested taped or
written comments only.

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION — will be awarded to organizations that have participated but, at this time, have not yet
achieved the level of performance necessary to receive a Bronze, Silver or Gold Rating.
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Name of Group:

BAND/ORCHESTRA
ADJUDICATOR’S COMMENTS

School:

Adjudicator’s Signature:
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The NYSSMA® philosophy and rationale for its Major Organization Evaluation Festival is based on the concept that the
attainment of a perfect performance is seldom, if ever, realized. Therefore, all organizations will receive commenda-
tions and recommendations. The Division Rating and adjudicators' comments reflect the positive and negative aspects
of today's overall performance. Pluses (+) and minuses (-) are intended to indicate, respectively, areas of exceptional
strength and areas in need of improvement. The Division Rating is a reflection of the level of performance (outstanding,
excellent, proficient) in the major categories of musical performance (tone, intonation, balance, etc.) and is not neces-
sarily related to the number of pluses and minuses.

DEFINITION OF TERMS

TONE - The sound produced by the instrument.
Quality/Clarity - The beauty of sound.
Control - The maintenance of quality throughout the scope of dynamics and ranges.
Blend - The ability to produce a unified melding of sound.

INTONATION - The accuracy of pitches in relation to each other and/or to a fixed standard.
Full Ensemble - Overall agreement on pitch and tonality by the entire ensemble.
Melodic Line - The maintenance of pitch within the harmonic context.
Soloist/Individual - The pitch relationship between soloist and ensemble.

Sections - The agreement on pitch and tonality within individual sections and the harmonic
structure.

BALANCE - The dynamic level within and between sections.

Full Ensemble - The appropriate weighting of the instruments in the ensemble according
to the score.

Individual Sections - The appropriate weighting of the instruments in the individual sections.

Soloist with Full Ensemble - The volume relationship between soloist and ensemble.
TECHNIQUE - The physical ability and mechanical dexterity required to produce notes correctly.

Facility - The ease of execution of technical passages.

Flexibility - The ease of maneuverability throughout the range of the instrument

Posture - The generally correct position of the body for proper tone production.
ACCURACY/EXECUTION - The exact realization of the notated music.

Accuracy of Notes - The performance of pitches as written.

Attacks and Releases - The musically appropriate beginnings and endings of written
sound (notes).

Articulation - The accuracy and agreement of the performance of the separation and/
or connection of the notes as written (tonguing, slurring, bowing).

Unity of Ensemble - The ensemble's ability to play together as a cohesive unit.
RHYTHM - The duration of notes in relation to a pulse.

Steadiness of Pulse - The performance of the natural accents implied by the meter of
the composition.

Accuracy of Rhythm - The appropriate performance of rhythm as written.

INTERPRETATION - The performer's/conductor's realization of the composer's aesthetic intent
and the ensemble's artistic expression.

Dynamics - The contrast between loud and soft.

Style - The understanding of the composer's musical intent consistent with the historical
period of the composition.

Tempo - The speed of the music according to the metronomic, stylistic and/or expressive
markings of the music.

Phrasing - The shaping of a musical idea.

Expression - The signs or words used to indicate the emotional aspect of a work.
INFLUENCING FACTORS

Discipline/Appearance - The appropriate maturity and decorum of the ensemble.

Appropriate Choice of Music - The proper selection of music for this group's apparent level
of achievement, strengths and weaknesses.
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