
Central	Jersey	Music	Educators	Association	
Region	II	High	School	Orchestra	Festival	
“To	continue	to	promote	and	foster	the	development	
of	high	school	orchestra	programs	in	Central	New	Jersey.”	

	

Ensemble	Name:	________________________________________	
Adjudicator: ___________________________________ Date: _____________ 

TONE   (20) 
  Characteristic sound, clarity, consistency, control, likeness of qualities, resonance.     
      

       
       

INTONATION   (15) 
  Adjustments are made, chords, initial pitch, individual, melodic line     
     

       
       

ENSEMBLE TECHNIQUE   (15) 
  Articulation, attacks, facility, note accuracy, releases, precision     
     
       
     

INTERPRETATION   (20) 
  Artistry, dynamics, energy, expression, phrasing, style, dynamic contrast     
      
      
     

BALANCE   (20) 
Blend, ensemble, melodic, section     
       
     
      

LITERATURE   (10) 
Suitable, appropriate     
       
     

OUTSTANDING QUALITIES RATING (100) 
      
      

88	–	100	=	Gold	 	 75	–	87.9	=	Silver	 	 50	–	74.9	=	Bronze	

Adjudicator’s	Signature:		__________________________	
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CJMEA	Orchestra	Festival	Performance	Assessment	Rubric	

	
TONE	QUALITY	 1-5	pts	

Performers	rarely	produce	a	
characteristic	tone	quality;	a	

focused,	controlled	sound	in	all	
ranges	and	registers;	proper	use	
of	vibrato;	produce	a	quality	

sound	on	percussion	instruments	
through	proper	technique	and	

choice	of	equipment.	

6-10	pts	
Performers	occasionally	produce	
a	characteristic	tone	quality;	a	
focused,	controlled	sound	in	all	
ranges	and	registers;	proper	use	
of	vibrato;	produce	a	quality	

sound	on	percussion	instruments	
through	proper	technique	and	

choice	of	equipment.	
	

11-15	pts	
Performers	frequently	produce	a	
characteristic	tone	quality;	a	

focused,	controlled	sound	in	all	
ranges	and	registers;	proper	use	
of	vibrato;	produce	a	quality	

sound	on	percussion	instruments	
through	proper	technique	and	

choice	of	equipment.	

16-20	pts	
Performers	consistently	produce	
a	characteristic	tone	quality;	a	
focused,	controlled	sound	in	all	
ranges	and	registers;	proper	use	
of	vibrato;	produce	a	quality	

sound	on	percussion	instruments	
through	proper	technique	and	

choice	of	equipment.	
	

INTONATION	 1-4	pts	
Performers	rarely	produce	

uniform	tonal	focus	throughout	
the	ensemble;	demonstrate	

careful	attention	to	tuning	and	
pitch	processes;	understand	

chordal	and	harmonic	structures;	
adjust	any	perceived	pitch	

issues;	demonstrate	percussion	
tuning	to	match	the	ensemble.	

	

5-8	pts	
Performers	occasionally	produce	
uniform	tonal	focus	throughout	
the	ensemble;	demonstrate	

careful	attention	to	tuning	and	
pitch	processes;	understand	

chordal	and	harmonic	structures;	
adjust	any	perceived	pitch	

issues;	demonstrate	percussion	
tuning	to	match	the	ensemble.	

9-12	pts	
Performers	frequently	produce	
uniform	tonal	focus	throughout	
the	ensemble;	demonstrate	
careful	attention	to	tuning	and	
pitch	processes;	understand	
chordal	and	harmonic	structures;	
adjust	any	perceived	pitch	
issues;	demonstrate	percussion	
tuning	to	match	the	ensemble.	

13-15	pts	
Performers	consistently	produce	
uniform	tonal	focus	throughout	
the	ensemble;	demonstrate	

careful	attention	to	tuning	and	
pitch	processes;	understand	

chordal	and	harmonic	structures;	
adjust	any	perceived	pitch	

issues;	demonstrate	percussion	
tuning	to	match	the	ensemble.	

ENSEMBLE	
TECHNIQUE	

1-4	pts	
Performers	rarely	meet	
technical	demands	with	

precision;	demonstrate	an	
understanding	of	styles	and	
articulation;	demonstrate	

dexterity	in	performing	technical	
passages;	start	and	stop	

together,	within	sections	and	
across	the	ensemble.	

	

5-8	pts	
Performers	occasionally	meet	

technical	demands	with	
precision;	demonstrate	an	
understanding	of	styles	and	
articulation;	demonstrate	

dexterity	in	performing	technical	
passages;	start	and	stop	

together,	within	sections	and	
across	the	ensemble.	

9-12	pts	
Performers	frequently	meet	
technical	demands	with	

precision;	demonstrate	an	
understanding	of	styles	and	
articulation;	demonstrate	

dexterity	in	performing	technical	
passages;	start	and	stop	

together,	within	sections	and	
across	the	ensemble.	

13-15	pts	
Performers	consistently	meet	

technical	demands	with	
precision;	demonstrate	an	
understanding	of	styles	and	
articulation;	demonstrate	

dexterity	in	performing	technical	
passages;	start	and	stop	

together,	within	sections	and	
across	the	ensemble.	

INTERPRETATION	 1-5	pts	
Performers	rarely		

demonstrate	attention	to	detail;	
demonstrate	the	music’s	
expressive	features;	shape	
phrases	using	dynamics,	
articulation,	and	direction;	

produce	effective	moods	and	
emotions;	demonstrate	an	

understanding	of	musical	style.	
	

6-10	pts	
Performers	occasionally	

demonstrate	attention	to	detail;	
demonstrate	the	music’s	
expressive	features;	shape	
phrases	using	dynamics,	
articulation,	and	direction;	

produce	effective	moods	and	
emotions;	demonstrate	an	

understanding	of	musical	style.	

11-15	pts	
Performers	frequently	

demonstrate	attention	to	detail;	
demonstrate	the	music’s	
expressive	features;	shape	
phrases	using	dynamics,	
articulation,	and	direction;	

produce	effective	moods	and	
emotions;	demonstrate	an	

understanding	of	musical	style.	

16-20	pts	
Performers	consistently	

demonstrate	attention	to	detail;	
demonstrate	the	music’s	
expressive	features;	shape	
phrases	using	dynamics,	
articulation,	and	direction;	

produce	effective	moods	and	
emotions;	demonstrate	an	

understanding	of	musical	style.	

BALANCE	 1-5	pts	
Performers	rarely		

Produce	correct	balance	
throughout	the	selected	

repertoire;	demonstrate	balance	
between	inner	and	outer	voices;	
demonstrate	the	melodic	line	as	
the	prevalent	voice;	understand	
the	supportive	relationship	

between	the	percussion	and	the	
wind	sections	in	the	ensemble.		

	

6-10	pts	
Performers	occasionally	
Produce	correct	balance	
throughout	the	selected	

repertoire;	demonstrate	balance	
between	inner	and	outer	voices;	
demonstrate	the	melodic	line	as	
the	prevalent	voice;	understand	
the	supportive	relationship	

between	the	percussion	and	the	
wind	sections	in	the	ensemble.	

11-15	pts	
Performers	frequently	
Produce	correct	balance	
throughout	the	selected	

repertoire;	demonstrate	balance	
between	inner	and	outer	voices;	
demonstrate	the	melodic	line	as	
the	prevalent	voice;	understand	
the	supportive	relationship	

between	the	percussion	and	the	
wind	sections	in	the	ensemble.	

16-20	pts	
Performers	consistently	
Produce	correct	balance	
throughout	the	selected	

repertoire;	demonstrate	balance	
between	inner	and	outer	voices;	
demonstrate	the	melodic	line	as	
the	prevalent	voice;	understand	
the	supportive	relationship	

between	the	percussion	and	the	
wind	sections	in	the	ensemble.	

LITERATURE	 1-2	pts	
Performers	rarely	

provide	evidence	that	selected	
literature	is	appropriate	for	the	
ensemble;	present	a	variety	of	

idioms.	
	

3-5	pts	
Performers	occasionally	

provide	evidence	that	selected	
literature	is	appropriate	for	the	
ensemble;	present	a	variety	of	

idioms.	

6-8	pts	
Performers	frequently	

provide	evidence	that	selected	
literature	is	appropriate	for	the	
ensemble;	present	a	variety	of	

idioms.	

9-10	pts	
Performers	consistently	

provide	evidence	that	selected	
literature	is	appropriate	for	the	
ensemble;	present	a	variety	of	

idioms.	

	


